[image: image1.jpg]



 Essex Landowners Lead in Nature Conservation

Thursday, December 6th 2007 --  Fifteen people representing fourteen different groups, came together to celebrate the launch of the “Caring for Nature in Essex, Windsor and Pelee Island” Factsheet at Sanson Estates Winery.

Three landowners talked about their stewardship projects.  Dennis Sanson spoke about the ponds, meadows and woodlands restoration being carried out on his farm with the help of the Essex County Stewardship Network.  Gary Aalbers, a neighbour of the Sanson’s, undertook a ‘pits and mounds’ project with the Essex Region Conservation Authority which is developing well. David Ainslie, the subject of the feature story, spoke about his work planting trees, building ponds, and enhancing the natural diversity on his land.

Representatives from the Essex County Stewardship Network and the Essex Region Conservation Authority spoke about their work with landowners across the Essex Region.  Ian Naisbitt of the Little River Enhancement Group spoke about community efforts to clean up and restore the Little River watershed, and Dan Bissonnette of the Naturalized Habitat Network spoke about his work with urban and rural landowners who want to naturalize their gardens.

Giovanni Chiementi represented TD Friends of the Environment Foundation whose generous support helped to make the printing and distribution of the Factsheet possible.  Jennifer Epagier of the Canada Ontario Agreement group, another generous supporter of the project, spoke about the work her group is doing.  Other sponsors, such as Environment Canada’s EcoAction Community Funding Program, and the Essex County Stewardship Network were acknowledged by Nikki May of Carolinian Canada.

Since the launch and mailing of over 20,000 copies to rural households, feedback has been very positive.  Carolinian Canada looks forward to hearing how this project has helped people to make connections and get involved in stewardship projects in the region of Essex.







